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ABSTRACT 
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A sinjor focus of social learning in t\\ifi ago of indi vidualism tnu^ t: he on 
the de:y:e.lopxi\>.vX of people: who val'ae and cherish a varie-ty of cultural and sub- 
culLurcil life- trtyleS: Tinis concept: of cul',;u:;ai pluralism encompasses more fhan 
racial tolerant 5^;,, a] though that,. Irxdeedy is a pare, of it, Xt musr. exl;end beyond 
l^gal iTisneu'ver 5 to forge Improv/j^d ?:Trc-*5ai:iiie.n;: of minorities although thai:.^ toO;. is 
a pc.rt oi it - \7h>:'t ''s ?.j?oro,3 ir must include an under5;tandtng and accispcance of 
nf?w ralee for v?o/:ien., children, and men- Indeed,, the concept of cultural plural- 
ism enccmpacJSvS thr^ niore constructlre cispecus of actually valu^.ng a conrounity of 
rjf^oplc* for '^jach individaal * s unique and cor,%^n contr:*.bu(;ions to life. 

Yet in. the process of dev'-eloping a plur^;li^^tic clt.'.:renry one must al5?o 
prov?df5 a ^or people to rationally prerverve - whilfe" changing their 

cootlnnity \^ith the past as a fraTaework for building a bt^tter futurr^ A major 
;:hre.ad w^-javing through AEfX^rican History Is the continual evolvfsment;. of cultural 
d3vcra.rty as a ff;ource of constanl; .'social T:^;;m^wai . Each -new ^^cultural group" not 
only ndds a n?.w dtaeasion to Gocial lifft., but creates an '^mvironiap^nt where the 
P'^puiace m-j.^t: rf^-djivcover the valus.?, of d.rV't?rsity and unity as part .and parcel 
cf dexfiocratJc. living.. 

Once characterisj:ed a K'^ltios pot.^. our nation is r^ow la t:h^ process 
of x^SvSumjtig the role of preaorvlug pot, No loager a fledgling In s^g^arch of a 
co-amon idcmticy,, we can new a.fford to recognize and valiis diversity within, 
dlvt^rsity a^: a dcsixaMe: characteristic^ as an enrichinf; attribute of our soci'P.fc:y., 
it then b^cosnes our task., as rsducatorso to assist childirGn to uud^^rrstandiag^ 
accepting^ and valuing thoae culturally diff&rent from themsfiflvos 

In this p€frspe:ctive four laajox* concerns cojifronfc th^ classroom Ceachf^r,, 
currlcnlu^i developer,, and conci^rn^iid professional or lay p^«rson; (1) valuing 
cultural diversity in the ciassroomj, i2\ wgauizing curriculum proc4?83es for 
encouraging ths^ devf^lopca^ul: of d^vrsrse talents in the classi,'oom« (3> creating 
imtu^rJals and activities for actualizing those diverse: culfcurr.l talents, 
and C4) initiating teacher - adulc bjshavior patterns in th^ cia3?f^room that raodel 
the significance's ox accepting and appreciating cultural diversity .for children. 

This pape.r examinesa all four cori^poaantSt giving an ov^.rview o£ thes value 
of cultural diversity as the base for all curriculum developn^nt , preiictnting 
some idess on curriculum processes for actualizing the culnural talisnts of 



individu^.l children, i\<iiS2ribi:2i^ e-MZ fio'yiyltiez and n»at??ris-Is helpfal in 
ImpieiLentiri^ ciLitiu-a i.ly diver^je 3.i]Bt.ruc'»;ion . and s»ij^;gtjstjing acme teacher 
behavlorir. helpful in Jr^pLanentiivsg a l]:;:nn.m;. , diverse claej-ircom eriYironment. • 

gul turaJ. Dl Y^i-rBlty C\ irri eultan Byi£o> The myriud of cult/aral groups 
that {gather vlth5.-n any clasBroom :rorn: a l>a3e {or should rozm a lUXBe) for life 
cojQ'*e.<it and yoci^C; l>.?rfil"a^7. Tre d^.v^^r«ity of tai.eiit? ^ life styles , 0>ad value 
crlfintatlcna of ohe chil ireu car. prv;Ylde the .Initiative and t^jnist for ti e 
devel^'piuitrnl o.v lrni'.c<y/<^ci att J.t^.^uLen aud behavior^f t^owtrd cuiturallly different 
P''iopl.*-3- The dif.fe..*3nt s>::Ille and talent^, of the cl.iidren, if utilized as 
a Bovu^ce Ox content, can heip ■■••hildren to yiHuol.lze the unique contrlbut jon 
each ner^oon car-i in^c^ to ILi'e:*. Lii;:cvl^^T, the va>rlouB life styles ia t.he 
C vaaarwra .^an uB^iJ-it in ^naViin^: ch.Mdrtjn and teacher to fstudy the lar-e'-e..^^^^ 
p^Cftern.s. drea-^^ zr««;>des. ^ eatir^^ heb;i.ts, likea and dia.'^ il^es , sJind a variety/ of 
C'V/ner vr^t'y Im/oortant co\r::err-fc? tliat av^^alf^ "bsae ior ^tudyivig cultural. 
direr.-Uty. In t>;e same ^ispect ^ the different N.CVura cliildren bold and b.c^; 
out; £^J.ao provide '^he cb-iarre for ?>tudyj.nf; c\il'cur-e.l diverulty. If approached. 
r'^^ry constructively a^^d poidtively, >he cj.lt^j?i-al akiLlKv lifs styles, and 
TQj;.i.ei:; of tiie di.f .'ere.ut ohlldren 5.:-; vhe clafiBX^ocs-i can prot^ide initial brf^yiimings 
for s^.udying cultural dl.r/"e>'ence » 

Ogrricxi l-MKL T Toce sB i^ ^or Stv.d7/iiiLig Cxil.tairal !>i:Ter aiic<;';» In order to 
^fi'e"?' Ively irapler.ic^at a proj/raiti of e-xploring the valua of c\lXtur&.I dlv'«?r^-:lty- 
v5-.thiu a claam;ocia ii.ibti.ig it its iiecesTaary to ori:aini5!^e c-a?'tain curi^icula*.:. 
proc;5:.':ner5 to ^'^?fi>-:c.trs/:^Lte %he op^x-rtunit;^' to acconiplisb the taisk. Suvh 
arrPv<vi^:CTient3 as indiyidm^^j 5:e:3 r/vuidy nettlogfj , peer group Isaji'^ninf^ ti-saras^ 
smfj.l group d:i/3cufl9iorj a.^-ra?:?[5ce'ueirhp. .j tesjn tc;^abing apprcAache^, and 
ix:trzr-gra,da UjiVel or.-Tani^riatiorjil pvar:t%;iT\?j can stimulate and encom^age the 
study of cultvxa^i di:rf 'K>''cnci:]ii- A ri.^ld curriculum arrang^^ment ^^1X1 stifle 
the d«£5ires and iirceresta of thfn children In exploring aultural dlver6i*ty 
vithln the ^;ch'r>c-.l riettlivE- Th^iVe procesi-ses are itientioviedi because ^^thout 

SsBd indivldu.al:l:5ed 30tt.v,iU;?5 the fcXiovrii\<^ activities! and niRtf^rlale 
vill ; ave .lltt7ii;L» .v:ri\^t cm th-*:? chiii^rea in imprcr/ing th«ir attitud«£i ttarard 
cultiJura.]J.y di.ffei'ent p!e'.>j)ler 

MRtarij:.!:^ and Act iv:'.t i es. rc^i" /reaching Cu.ltixral Differ ence . There or e- 
L-iany uiaterirU-s and act.iv:.ties that can be utiii:aud for teaching ehildren 
about culture.1 diff eranc«-5. Thi- fc^Il.ovlxjg deenriptions and exampleic; are 
not e^y.haustlYe; but 3\iggeHt5.re for initial ^mys to begin j^uch an instructional 
progr^^an. Hotico that each act:.''-ity Ic fielf^-deveiopatiental and involv ing 
the rb.ilcLren arid t-eaehers in ey:v'icv:.ni^ the lif€; content of th^^ cultiiral 
diversity vlthin and out of the iiTTi-^^idiate cla3sroom--si;chool— community setting. 

DAY IS wim 

I-ay Done is a cls-^ssroom. -iCTi^loped learning module that children put 
togetr.,er to depict %h.^ '.-rays, in i;«i.dch people behaved and believed in different 
cultural, and nati:>ual nettinr;^So The i^r/tlvity iuYoIved the children In 
fiieleciing picturei^3 from diff ;??rent laa^'^aaines vhrlch shoved, people in life 
conte:-.t£« The children diBcisi^ed the plctuTGcs; and reacted to the pictures 
via If^n^iiatj^^ experience activities. Later the children put the pictures 
to mu£:ic.> finding haraouy in the muoical u\ove]aeat that can be overlayed on all 
cul. tui ai 3 1 yl ea ^ 
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THE CIRCLE QAi-iS. 

L^*ax'nir45 ti-l^out the life; cycla oi' *nau and o :her ^pecici*) can be laoat 
Dieanin-^fxLl. vhcin the:; ciiidre.niere involv^ed in the prc<:e3£ of creatin,-; parte 
of ttie cycle. The Circle _GQirje rQod^llii vrsis aiao developed and put together by 
youu,'?; ch5vld:ren. It l?t a :.*ecord of their cycie of life cV.vriMg the school 
y^sx. It ifj reeorde-d. on -iLides and placed to a muelcal i^cove. Later it i.^ 
related to the largei' -cy^Le of life and to the riub-oycle.'-j u-'hlch man and vother 
mei'.iber'*3 the npecieB ^i. pa:rt ox ^ providing a baeis :\^ot Interaction. 

IT'S A SM/VIiL V/OFJ.J} 

A prinf.ry grade activity for Introdi'cinf^ ctiuMdren to divfiraG peoples? 
WiO ha-ve coricaon needs ^ an lone intere^rbs and difitinct talents to .^hare vith 
the^r fello-f maa, thin ac*;/.r1.tiy InYolves chi'idi-en in ohsei^vlng picturea of 
vari.ouii people while liatenlnfr to the record IfcU^ a Smalg World t Language- 
»^xperlv.ti<ie activities axid ^Ircrafitic acttvitleii? can be dev;iioped from this 
exper ienc c ' " - 

THE COMOi; 

A 4:ionclse little ^i.acQis^ in obs?icrv'i.ag a *v>e:>oklet vnleh depict o the 
coniFDon couc-erna of maxi^ tais activity also opens up avenua^-^ for the child to 
see the injusticejj said iaecjulties of variant groups? of peoplcc Val.ue 
clarif Icaiica di5cv,ssir:n?3 a.nd proj-^ctfi can evo^,re fro-ii tlilt^ activity « 

FAi-.ILY TEEES 

The iKUutory of self :ln ihn take-rff point for ex ■smining the hiotory of 
other ft^.mily tre.e^:^, Tndecid^ chii:tre?i can diecc^ er m^ch about cultuxkl 
differences by «xplai3:).l:^VC their backgrounds end life iatyleri of different 
farailies* Such axj ac vSvlvy not Oiiiy ixATolves chlldre^i in ciirreut pluralistic 
studies^ Imx. It. helps thexx to gain >?. historical perapc^Giti.ve on vh^ people live- 
the ^rav they do and hov -y'^^xious f?;ro\ips of pe^fiiyLe liave deve!l.oped /f airjiily life 
styles. 

SlW>y KITS: CULTURAL DIFr^EREIIC :-]S . 

Indi,vidua3. study 'kit a vhich focus on the exploration of cultural 
differences ar/iong peopl-i^ s,re raXu.5.ble in helping chl^dTen ^ain personal 
in3lg}xt'3 ii..to different uoolological group styles ae veli as anthropological 
reasons for ;he myB in vhich different groups cf people lire. KitB may be 
developed that deal vlth tat feeHiigs of different ptTople^ self --concept deyelopnent 
of different peoples, and inf i^inaatiou on procedures for developing Inter- 
caltural e.nd intra- '^.ult'i^ral uaderstandlngs* 

BODY SPIi^LLING 

Providi^ig a tactile > tot.a]-. invoiveraant in spelJIing, as %fe3A as coopera- 
tive planning and acting, body ?3pellin,<5 is both i'\xn and an op«[>ortunity for 
gixmp Interaction, Small i^roupg select words, thsn detenrf.lne ways to spell 
them vi3Uf'JLlyj usin^ their bodies to forra the Individual lettei-a in the TOrd« 

O 

ERIC 



DliSCOVI^Ri ACrrviTiKs 

Use actlYlties ti\at ehilcrfn munt ^jork on lYom "out of the dark^' - 
thinrjj. yo\x don't find answers to in a bcx)]k- Thiat ^incoareLges children to 
consu.i.t one another, .*ind it dcesn^t give the verbal, intellectual chili 
vith excellent retvdirf:. ekillf? 5iucli an edge over the child vho lacks such 
nkllls, thus leading to more cooperation in order Us engage in problem- 
solving^ Such t:hlni.^,s) as riytitery po aerc , mystery "boxes, or mystery liquids 
niight provide ti7e vehicl? to initiate discover:^- activities. Much inter- 
action results when cbiJ iren cocpe.*rabe to solve ix 'myjstery. 

An ato biography , w:^ it ten or draTrn^ perhaps cut-aud-imsted , can prove 
to he a \''chicle to ^^elT-" and othei--uad*:rstandiixg. Childi-en (and t^'.aeher'- 
jiiahe h'Ooks about thtf.os us , sharing i^ith one another what and who they are. 
Include a fev pages fox* I'oux- friends to drav a picture of you, to list 
adject ires that describe you. luc lnce a i:^e for "all the good things about 
me," "all the thiagE I can do/' and "thing3 I really dig!" Used e^urly in 
the year- dav-eloped o^rer i\ period o*i" time, such books wouJd Bhov the change 
and i^rowth ot" the individvial t-hrougliout the school ycar^ enable the teacher 
to learn >auch about studoats earJ;;- in the year^ and h-3lp the children to 
g'*t £!Cqualniied soon* 

US 

A bi/Jletin b*mrd about US - the ^.-lass^ Xt might begin with baby pictures ^ 
>rith plctVir^js of ua cut f ro;a c&tisx.logcv , vlth pictures ve dra\T- It could 
incliAdis stories anr^ jio^-s^ about an^i by ur.* T]\3 buJJLe'Oin bcurd beccniea one 
big panovum of ^th?ii cla?r>s as liiJiT.y nv.e tham^-ehs'^t} ^ and In t^he proccsB each 
le^irno ebout the other., ■ 

KXLL 

This activity can lead to l;.:'osresting discvissions and value clarification, 
vlth an mphar.ls on the desirable facets of cooperation, the Insecurity of 
suspicion. i±aall ^;roups ^^it in circles on the floor. Each person drains 
a slip of paper. An X is on one slip of paper in each circle (approxiimt.~?iy 
t^n people}. Thai; perso:-s becomes the killer. Of cowse, only he y^y:}^MS 
he.^s the i:illei*. He haF^ as his obJectiTe the niui^der of each person in the 
cii*clet He kills vi^;h a vinK.* '^ther players become detectives and attempt 
to ^'catch*' the murderer. Wnf^m the ki 32er winks at a person » they remain 
upright, for a fev second:^, then f^rop over "dead." Wuon a player catches the 
killer viuking at a plt^yer (not - hlrnself - he-d be daadl), he may accuse 
the killer. If he is correct? the game ends. If he is incorrect., then 
he is "dead" and crops out of the game, 

A;5 ycu might expect p Ki.ll tcnkes the players feel very insecxire. Youx' 
task if? to catch the killer, yet if you're not r ref^alj you'll be ki.lled 
yourself. That's dangerous I Of course, the safest thing to do vould be to 
just s :t and look da^m a^ the floor — only you and the killer vould be left, 
eventually, and tiien you cou3.d accuiL;e vrith safety. However, your task is r.o 
cUtch ]ilja and prevent forthe?:- KiliingB, 

O 
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Ask children hov the/ t(^lt vhile playing. Did th«y tmst the other 
people in the circle? Froza thlft recoimttn^ of ©notions vhile playing the 
game> extrapolate to hov it feela to be in any group vheu you're 'different'* 
or afraid, vhen you're threatened, 

I'M HiraORY 

For this activity you ueed Je.lly bcjauiD, papoi*, tmd scanres of soft 
material. Place a msnber of JeLly beans on two ehee-Lo of paper, each at 
opposite ends of the rociu- Use construction paper, or color a border around 
the paper if this is to be a group activity, since each pair of children vill 
hfive to be able to identiiY U.eir papers at each end of the room* Tie 
pai'tnei-8 together loosely about the neck vith soft material that von't bind. 
Tie in such a way that they cannot poooible become choked in the activity. 
Partners mey not i^peak to one another frorn this point on, smd they must 
begin the activity from the center of the roora. The objective is to eat all 
the Jelly boanB from their papers ♦ This 1b an activity that teaches cooperation 
(or the resaulto fxx)m non-cooperation) directly* Discussion following may 
be used for value clarification. 

FIEIJ) EjQ'ERIENCES 

Field trips to clif far entplaces of inter ejst are becoming more common 
in public schools, yet our most valuable resource each other - is rarely 
&xplor'*d rla field aettin^ss. Develop places for young chllclrsn to visit and 
for people to exchange cultural in:rorjitiation. A school exchej'ige program,, 
fenlly exchange programs, and other crosa-ciiltural experiences are becoming 
more Important and should be extended to all schools as a part of their 
curric^ilum for individuality. 

PARENT-CENTSRilD H0^5E LEARIIIHG ACTIVITIES 

Activities that can be designed vith the home a& an e;ctension base for 
furthering cultural plxxrallsm are most effective because they relate 
prlmai'y and secondary socializing Institutions to a ccmmor goal* Home 
Learning Kits are most effective initiators of this concept • Such kits can 
be mutually developed by poi^ento and teachers. 

TRUST 

Ttiachers and children, children and children must trust one another. 
One vay to build trust and respousibility > while at the saiae tijne providing 
ijmuediate feedback to the child in the classroom, is to provide for many 
oppoi^tunities for th^ child to evaluate himself, thus practicing honesty ^ 
and reiiponsibility* A velcome off-ahoot of this type of activity is a lessening 
of teacher paper vork, 

indivt:dualization 

If individuals are Important, then individuals, not classes, must be 
taught • Provision must be made for individual differences. 
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Indl%rlduallx<2d latJt^ Tictirrn practical kita ^en be an ^^ffccctlve tool 
for meeting the nci^sUa and calianto of ©ach child. Kitro in specific 
aredi^ of atxjdy S:lke social atudXes* language arts, and other areao 
provide a variety of leasnlag avenufta for the chlJld. 

KELEVANCil THROUGH mSlC 

The uae misic (im^re^1tly popular can make learning acclvltien 
reievanv Co fchrt yoiffig p^jrson in thr'^ classroom. Movies, slidca^ 
tranRparencisSr "^^^ booV^ Km b<» coE'telatcd with mu»ic to psrovide 
a netting Jcr coctfil ift^;mlKiga ^tnJ values cl«rlf ica:. iua^ 



.§J1SSE5S2.» ^* ^^"^ ^ vasrlety of acs:ivicie& an-l weterSLals in 
l.hft cla^roow ge^fCtZate rath^iaiaaiB icr school, cooperation, and 
covxavxalce^lion ^jpong QtMclentt^^ piovides more than on« avenue for 
itianiingv thus len/ablisig the T.Bi^<\\e.r to laaet indlvidtsu?! need« and provide 
for individual differmceti. ITte ^irst step toward Improving the 
attitudes of children tcward the. culturally difffcr^nt ±b to make 
opporttrni3.y for; cuituraJlj? rllffdrent children to kno^^ one another^ to 
work together t:owatd *:oz?ancr: goals* From the iresulting kncEjledge about 
one anothstr c/m grow uxicrrretaTidlng and acceptance* Activities and 
media vhlch footer children '^s ^inderctanding and acceptance of those 
culturally d^.£fereuL from thetust>.ives should be an integrated part of 
every school* 8 curricuium. 
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